Fictional Narrative

You will write a fictional narrative that takes place in the country you researched. The plot and characters will be made up, but the setting details must be as accurate as possible, based on your research.

REQUIREMENTS:

· Typed and Double-Spaced

· 2 Pages (Minimum)

· Use a fictional story to reveal facts about your chosen country

· Written in third person

· Also turn in: printed research, list of facts about your chosen country, story outline

DUE: Tuesday, Sept 20 (A-Day)   or   Wednesday, Sept 21 (B-Day)
Follow these steps in order to complete this assignment:

Step One: Read your research and highlight any information that will give you the background knowledge you need to write your story.

Step Two: Make a list of facts about your chosen country, using what you have highlighted. Make as much of it as possible your own words.
Step Three: Complete a story outline, using the following format.

· Who: Choose a character or group of characters around which you base your story. Include specific details (age, profession, family, etc.)

· When: Your story must be present day, but choose what time of year (seasons, holidays, etc.)
· Where: These are the facts about your chosen country that you plan to reveal through your story.

· What: This is the plot. What happens in your story?

· Why: This is the conflict. Why did the events of the story occur?

· How: Does the conflict resolve itself? What is the resolution?

Step Four: Write your story, using imagery and details about the setting.

Step Five: Revise and edit.
List of facts about Kazakhstan:
1. Landlocked country; 9th Largest in the world

2. Not crowded (16.4 million people – less than 6 per sq km)

3. Diverse because Stalin deported some ethnic groups

4. 63% of people are Kazakhs

5. Allows freedom of religion; main religion is Islam

6. The Kazakh language and Russian are the official languages

7. Huge amounts of oil reserves = biggest export (wheat is 2nd)

8. Good education (99.4% literacy rate)

9. Black tea served many times a day; milk products with meals

10. City = most ppl live in apts; rural = brick homes with power but no running water

11. Popular sports are soccer, wrestling, horse racing

12. A lot of family-centered activities in spare time

13. Recently prices rose, but wages dropped = led to poverty and crime
14. Rise in the cultivation of illegal drugs, esp. opium

15. Alcoholism has risen in recent years

16. Superstitious = don’t whistle indoors! (will bring poverty)

17. Take shoes off in doors; don’t smile at ppl you don’t know; shake hands with friend when you first see them in the day

Story Outline:

· Who: 13-year old Kazakh girl living in Almaty city apt (Asel); Asel’s alcoholic, factory worker father (Balta); Asel’s 17-year old brother (Tanatar); Asel’s quiet, stay-at-home mother (Raushan)
· When: October (temp = 45 degrees); night and into next morning
· Where: 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17

· ​What: Third person limited (Asel’s point of view). Night = Balta is laid off from his job and is more drunk than usual when he gets home; beats Raushan. Tanatar tries to stop Balta and is beaten, too. Asel is disappointed in her mother for not standing up to her father. Family may run out of money and have no food. Morning = Tanatar decides to risk his life and freedom to work in opium fields outside the city to earn extra cash. Balta uses the last of their money to buy more alcohol.
· Why: Poverty and unemployment lead to family having to make tough decisions. Most of those decisions are unhealthy.
· How: Asel must find a way to become her own person, without falling into the bad choices her family members have made. Ends with Asel’s determination to concentrate on her studies and break the cycle of poverty in her family. Family remains in dire situation. Reader is left to wonder if and hope that Asel succeeds.
